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Patsy M. Brannon, PhD, RD is a Professor of Nutritional Sciences and Director of the 
Dietetic Internship at Cornell University.  She serves on the IOM Panel to Review the 
DRI for Vitamin D and Calcium.  She was a Visiting Professor at the National Institute of 
Health Office of Dietary Supplements (2007-2008) and served as the Rebecca Q. and 
James C. Morgan Dean of the College of Human Ecology at Cornell (1999-2004) and the 
Chair of the Department of Nutrition and Food Science at the University of Maryland – 
College Park (1994-99). Her research focuses on diet and gene regulation in the exocrine 
pancreas and placenta.  The current focus of her research is on the mechanisms whereby 
maternal under- and over- nutrition alters the regulation of placental growth and its 
relationship to adverse outcomes to the fetus and adult offspring.  She teaches nutrition 
and the life cycle and developmental nutrition.  Her professional service is extensive 
including past Chair of the Nutrition Sciences Council and member of the Public Policy 
Committee (2003-present) of the American Society for Nutrition (2007-2008).  FASEB 
Science Policy Committee (2004-2007),  member of the American Dietetic Association 
Task Force on Dietetics Education (2005-2006), Chair of the Board of Human Sciences 
of NASULGC (2003-05), NIH Nutrition (1990-94) and NIDDK Special (1997-2001) 
Study Sections, NIH State of the Science Panel on Multivitamin/mineral Supplements 
and Chronic Disease Prevention (2006), editorial boards of the Journal of Nutrition 
(1991-95) and Journal of Gerontology (1992-96), and Secretary of the Association of 
Programs and Departments of Nutrition (1996-98).  She received her BS and MS in 
Nutrition and Food Science from Florida State University and her PhD in Nutritional 
Biochemistry from Cornell University. 


