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Paul M. Coates, Ph.D., is the director of the Office of Dietary Supplements (ODS) at the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH). He directs an office whose purpose and responsibilities were 
defined in the Dietary Supplement Health and Education Act (DSHEA) of 1994. Prior to joining 
the ODS, Dr. Coates served as deputy director of the Division of Nutrition Research 
Coordination (DNRC) at the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK). In that role, Dr. Coates helped to coordinate human nutrition research efforts, both at 
the NIH and between the NIH and other government agencies. He was cochair of the joint 
DHHS/USDA Steering Committee overseeing plans for the National Nutrition Summit that was 
held in Washington in May 2000. Prior to joining the DNRC, Dr. Coates was NIDDK’s program 
director for the Type 2 Diabetes Research Program and project officer for the multicenter clinical 
study called Epidemiology of Diabetes Interventions and Complications. He maintained an 
active role in career development and fellowship training in the Division of Diabetes, 
Endocrinology, and Metabolic Diseases until his departure from NIDDK. He received his Ph.D. 
in human genetics from Queen’s University in Canada and performed his postdoctoral training 
in the Department of Human Genetics and Biometry at University College London. 

 


