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Cindy D. Davis, Ph.D., is a program director in the Nutritional Sciences Research Group at the 
National Cancer Institute (NCI). This group plans, develops, directs, and coordinates extramural 
research programs in diet, nutrition, and cancer as they relate to cancer prevention. Prior to the 
NCI, she was a research nutritionist at the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Grand 
Forks Human Nutrition Research Center. Her research focused on the effect of trace minerals, 
particularly selenium and copper, on cancer susceptibility. Her current interests include the role 
of vitamin D and selenium in cancer prevention. She has published more than 100 peer-
reviewed journal articles and 11 invited book chapters. She received her B.S. with honors in 
nutritional sciences from Cornell University and her Ph.D. in nutrition with a minor in human 
cancer biology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She completed her postdoctoral 
training at the Laboratory of Experimental Carcinogenesis at the NCI. 
  

 


