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Joyce Merkel, M.S., R.D., is an information specialist contractor at the National Institutes of 
Health’s (NIH) Office of Dietary Supplements (ODS), primarily working on dietary supplement 
literature databases and in communication and promotion activities for the office. Prior to 
coming to ODS, she was a nutrition information specialist for the Food and Nutrition Information 
Center at the USDA National Agricultural Library, working on the Nutrition.gov Web site; an 
assistant professor of nutrition and dietetics at the College of St. Benedict/St. John's University 
in Minnesota; a nutrition specialist for the North Dakota State University Extension Service; a 
Medicare and Medicaid surveyor for the North Dakota State Health Department; and a hospital 
clinical dietitian. She received her B.S. and M.S. in nutrition from North Dakota State University 
and performed doctoral work in nutrition science at Syracuse University.   


