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Denise Simons-Morton, M.D., Ph.D., is the director of the Division for the Application of 
Research Discoveries (DARD) at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI). The 
Division provides leadership for research translation, dissemination, and utilization programs to 
speed the application of scientific advances in the prevention, detection, and treatment of 
cardiovascular, lung, and blood diseases and to narrow the discovery-delivery gap. Dr. Simons-
Morton has been scientific project officer and collaborator on numerous NIH-funded multicenter 
controlled trials, and she has led the development of many NIH funding opportunity 
announcements, focusing on research questions related to cardiovascular disease (CVD) 
prevention. Prior to joining NHLBI, Dr. Simons-Morton served on the faculties of the University 
of Texas Health Science Center in Galveston and the Baylor College of Medicine in Houston. 
She received her B.S. in zoology and psychology with high honors from the University of 
Maryland College Park, her M.D. from the University of Maryland School of Medicine at 
Baltimore, her M.P.H. from the Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, and her 
Ph.D. in epidemiology from the University of Texas School of Public Health in Houston. She is 
board certified in preventive medicine and public health. 


