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Clifford L. Johnson, M.S.P.H., is the director of the Division of Health and Nutrition Examination 
Surveys (DHANES) in the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). DHANES is responsible for conducting the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES). As the director of DHANES, he is 
responsible for managing the planning and implementation of methodologic and analytic 
research for NHANES as well as managing the ongoing/continuous NHANES survey. NHANES 
data have been instrumental in establishing reference data on health and nutritional status for 
the United States; important for evaluation of numerous public health programs; critical as a 
cornerstone of the national nutrition monitoring system; and important in the formulation of 
health policy on many public health issues (e.g., folic acid fortification, obesity, hypertension, 
and environmental health). He also has worked extensively in the area of analysis of data from 
complex sample surveys on the topics of survey design effects, nonresponse bias, multiple 
imputation, power curves, and the comparison of measurement error versus survey design 
error. Mr. Johnson received his B.S. in mathematics and statistics from Colorado State 
University and his M.S.P.H. in biostatistics from the University of North Carolina. 

 


