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James Louis Mills, M.D., M.S., is a senior biomedical research service scientist in the 
Epidemiology Branch of the Division of Epidemiology, Statistics, and Prevention Research 
(DESPR) at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human 
Development (NICHD). Dr. Mills conducts research in the etiology of birth defects. He has a 
particular interest in genetic and nutritional causes for birth defects. Much of his research has 
been in the area of folate and neural tube defects. Prior to his current position, he was chief of 
the Pediatric Epidemiology Section of DESPR and a senior investigator at the NICHD. He 
received his B.A. in history and premed and his M.S. in epidemiology from the University of 
Pennsylvania and his M.D. from New York Medical College. 
 
 


